12/10/2019 River on the Brink: inside the Murray-Darling Basin — S.H. Ervin Gallery

River on the Brink: inside the Murray-Darling Basin
(https://www.shervingallery.com.au/event/finding-ground-inside-the-murray-

darling-basin/)

# Fri 20 September 2019 until Sun 3 November 2019

This timely exhibition presented in collaboration with Broken Hill
Regional Art Gallery, focuses on what is the most pressing
environmental crisis of our time: the on-going devastation of the

Murray-Darling Basin.

Historically, the Murray-Darling Basin has long been subjected to
the natural extremes of flood and drought along with periods of
equilibrium. However, in this age of climate change and the on-
going mismanagement of precious water resources, the Basin's
river systems have been decimated and peoples well-being

destroyed. The recent apocalyptic fish kill in the Darling River

triggered a national outcry. Now is the time to address this

BADGER BATES — Barka The forgotten
river and the desecration of the
Menindee Lakes 2011 linocut print 60
must be released to rejuvenate the rivers, and bring life back into x 45¢cm

environmental emergency and demand real lasting action at the

highest levels. The water held captive by commercial interests

the Basin.

River on the Brinkis a creative response by indigenous and non-indigenous artists, committed to the
well -being of the fragile interconnected riverine systems that make up the great Murray-Darling Basin.
With the Darling River teetering on the brink, it's time to re-think the industrial agricultural enterprise

responsible for much of the on-going environmental degradation of Western New South Wales.

Art has a way of penetrating the hearts and (https://www.shervingallery.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/06/EUAN-McLeod-2-Cropped.tif) minds of people prepared to pause and look.
Led by Barkindji artists, the powerful and compelling images on display reinforce the need to act now

and save our vital waterways.

The artists featured in River on the Brink include Badger Bates, Elisabeth Cummings, Nici Cumpston,
Ruby Davies, Bonita Ely, Paul Harmon, Julie Harris, Eddy Harris, Kim Harris, Waddy Harris, Brian Harris,
Amanda Penrose Hart, Martin King, Euan Macleod, Guy Maestri, lan Marr, Justine Muller, Idris Murphy,
NOT, Ben Quilty, Luke Sciberras, James Tylor, John R Walker, Melissa Williams-Brown.

River on the Brink e-Catalogue (https://issuu.com/nationaltrustsaustralia/docs/river_on_the_brink_-
_ecatalogue)
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Rivers of despair at loss of Darling (https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/rivers-of-despair-
at-loss-of-darling-20190930-p52w96.html?
fbclid=lwAR38q6mDt54F8nY_bngoCsVqquES5jxyDe8c1S6vagk526v3hrcHsAdk5dk4o) — John McDonald
The Sydney Morning Herald 5 October

Farewell to the rivers of life and a dying planet (https://www.smh.com.au/national/farewell-to-the-
rivers-of-life-and-a-dying-planet-20190926-p52va2.html?
fbclid=lwARObFHwg4poPncZaUpyf8v98yGTHrlqTi6MaHolK6CkU3AXyEOQxe3KF5jY)— Elizabeth
Farrelly, The Sydney Morning Herald 28 September

Murray-Darling art exhibition hopes to raise awareness of ‘national disgrace’
(https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-20/murray-darling-art-exhibition-shines-light-on-river-
crisis/11530552)— Philippa McDonald and Sarah Thomas ABC News 19 September

Gavin Wilson talks about the exhibition River on the Brink
(https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/gavin-wilson-talks-about-the-exhibition-river-on-the-
brink-inside-the-murray-darling-basin/video/b25815146c96 445f86cfedc4909%aleca) — Elizabeth
Fortescue, The Daily Telegraph

Drowning in heartbreak — Elizabeth Fortescue, The Daily Telegraph 19 September

River on the Brink: inside the Murray-Darling Basin (https://artguide.com.au/river-on-the-brink-inside-
the-murray-darling-basin?
fbclid=IwAR3IBE_qgstT5RIUTM4_6c7EVXwWUETOQIKLVh_cNvV3ffXtPoW9X3hxEC-I) — Barnaby Smith,
Art Guide Australia

The exhibition was opened by Mr Geoff Cousins AM
Sunday afternoons @ the Gallery

Sunday 13 October at 3pm — Join Gavin Wilson the curator of River on the Brink for an informative

exhibition floor talk.

Sunday 27 October at 3pm — Euan Macleod and John R Walker, exhibiting artists in River on the Brink,

join us for a conversation about their experiences of the Darling River.

Geoff Cousins AM opens River on the Brink: inside the Murray-Darling Basin

Film credit: Daniel Todd
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featured image: RUBY DAVIES Water as life: the town of Wilcannia and the Darling/Baaka 20 August

2007

Find Us

S.H. Ervin Gallery
Open Tuesday - Sunday 11AM-5PM

(Closed Mondays & Public Holidays)
(02) 9258 0173

Subscribe to our Mailing List
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What’s On

@ River On The Brink: Inside The Murray-Darling
Basin - 20 Sep 2019 Until 03 Nov 2019
(Https://Www.Shervingallery.Com.Au/Event/Finding-
Ground-Inside-The-Murray-Darling-Basin/)

@ Margaret’s Gift - 04 Jan 2020 Until 22 Mar 2020
(Https://Www.Shervingallery.Com.Au/Event/Margarets
-Gift/)
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